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aK PASTORAL CARE. 


'PHILIPPIANS, II. 203 22. | 
5 or I have no man 1 minded, who 


will naturally care for your Pate 
Te hnow the proof of him, that, as a 


"fl with the father, he hath * 
with me in the goſpel. 


A CHRISTIAN church was gathered at Phi- 
A lippi, by the united miniſtry of Paul, Timo- 
thy and Silas. The care of the churches he had 

og was much on the apoſtle's mind. His 
labors and life were drawing towards the cloſe. 
He had a deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt. 
But to abide in the fleſh a little longer was needful 
for the eſtabliſhment and proficiency of the Phi- 
lippians. He had ſpecial joy of them. As a teſ- 
timony of his affection, he acquaints them, that he 
hoped ſhortly to ſend them Timothy, a young e- 
vangeliſt, to give them information of his own 
ſtate, and enquire into theirs. The friendſhip. of 
Paul the aged to them, and theirs to him, were 
mutual, He did not fend them a miniſter of an 

unknown or dubious character ; but one well 


Won, and who had given the beſt proof of * 
gifts 


racter merited their eſteem. Nor Vas it to hk 


Th uot aches oh E nothing: 


e advancement of the 


much as 


diſhonor, if they had a predilection for him as the 


ſon of their ſpiritual father. I Hu no_man Jike-. 


minded, obo will naturally care fur your. late... Ye 
know the proof of him, that, as a ſon with the father, 


be hath ſerved with me in the goſpel. 


Timothy was doubtleſs converted to the Chriſti- 


an faith by Paul's miniſtry, though-we art not in- 
formed when. In the firſt mention made of him, 


he is called a diſciple, and deſcribed as well 7, ran” 
n Paul 


ed of by the brethren, He was a youth whe 
wrote to him ten years after. So that he muſt 


have been. a diſciple very eatly. in life. No other 
than a perſon of report, of tried affection to 


the Chriſtian cauſe, and who would adorn it by a 


proper behavior in the houſe of God, would have 
been fixed upon by the apoſtle as his aſſiſtant and 
fellow-fſervant in the goſpel. His name is prefixed 


with Paul's to this and five other epiſtles; proba- 
bly to all that were written when he was preſent. 


From a child he knew the holy 1 of Yo 
old teſtament, happy in the inſtruction of 
parents, whoſe faith he imitated. . He was we 2 
quainted with Paul's doctrine and life, and 

greatly by his inſtructions. Thou haſt fully 


* known my doctrine, manner of life, purpoſe, faith, 

_ < long-ſuffering, charity, patience, perſecutions, af- 
4 flictions. Continue in the things which thou haſt 
learned, and haſt been affured of, knowing of 


hom thou haſt learned them. Hold falt the 


* form of ſound words, which thou haft heard of 
* me, in faith and love which is in Chrift Jeſus.” 


Timothy often ſerved with Paul in the goſpel in 


the ſame church, and was often ſent to churches 


winch Paul could. n not viſit at that time. *© If Ti- 
« motheus 


— 
— 


78 


| 
' 


: 
” 5 YL p 


eus come, Tee that * witk you wick 
chr Near: for he worketh the work of the Lord, 
* alſo do.“ Thus the apoſtle writes to the 
Corinthians. To the Theffalenians thus: «© We 
er hive ſent Timotheus our brother, and miniſter 


| — 7; God, and our fellow-laborer in the goſpel of 


cc Chriſt, to eſtabliſh you, and to comfort you con- 
© cerning your faith.” To the Philippians thus: 

« I truſt in the Lord Jeſus to ſend Timotheus 
« ſhortly, that I may know your ftate. For I have 
«no man like-minded. Ye know the proof of 
« him, that, as a fon with the father, he hath. ſerv- 
«ed with me in the goſpel.” We unitedly purſue. 


the ſame end, the advancement of the Redeemer's 


kingdom. Timothy was diſtinguiſhed for a fervent 
love to Chriſt and his we 41s at a time when this 
heavenly flame had ſenſibly languiſhed. For the 
#poſtle had occaſion to ſay, as in the words which 
intervene the two verſes of the text. © All ſeek 
their own, not the things which are Jeſus Chriſt's.” 
Timothy's care for the ſpiritual ftate of the Phi- 


 Hppians, and for the common cauſe of Chriſtianity, is 
recorded for the imitation of fucceeding miniſters. 


The language ſuppoſeth furniture for the work : Ir 


expreſſeth the ſpirit of a goſpel miniſter ; his atten- 


tion to the beſt means of advancing the cauſe of 


; Chriſt ; and his conſtant concern to fulfil his duty. 


FrRsr, It ſuppoſeth that Timothy was furniſhed 
for the miniſtry. 

Had he not poſſeſſed the requiſite qualifications, 
it would have been no recommendation of him to 
the Philippians, that he cared for their ſtate. The 


. deſcribes the man of God as throughiy 


iſhed to all good works; and chargeth Timo- 


thy, © Give attendance to reading and doctrine. 


e Shew thyſelf a workman that needeth not to be 
ce aſhamed, The things which thou has heard of 


« me, 


— — — — 
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te me, the ſame commit thou to faithful men; ]“. 
<« ſhall be able to teach others. Not a novice; leſt 
e being lifted up with pride, he fall into the con- 
« demnation of the devil.” There were prophecies = 
reſpecting Timothy's qualifications, and ſervice in 

the goſpel. Of theſe the apoſtle reminds bim . — 


of the putting on of his hands. 


The goſpel was firſt preached with t the bol Ghoſt 
lent down from heaven. On the pentecoſt next af- 


ter the aſcenſion, a variety of miraculous gifts, re- 
quiſite to the promulgation and proof of Chriſtian- 


ity, were beſtowed. The great concourſe, who had 
come from all parts to Jeruſalem on that occaſion, 


heard illiterate Galileans ſpeak freely in the lan- 


guage of each nation from which this concourſe 


came. St. Peter, in his diſcourſe to them, menti- 


ons this event as a proof of the glorification of Je- 


fus, and fulfilment of his promiſe, that the diſciples 


ſhould be endowed with power from on high. 
te Being by the right hand of God exalted, and 


e having received of the Father the promiſe of the 
ce holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this which ye now 


« ſee and hear.” 
Frequent mention is made of the out-pouring of 


the Spirit afterwards, in conſequence of which, thoſe 
who were made partakers of the holy Ghoſt, bold= 
ly preached the goſpel. * When Philip the e- | 


yangeliſt preached Chriſt to the Samaritans, many 
of them became converts, © hearing and ſeeing the 
« miracles which he did. For unclean ſpirits 
e came out of many that were poſſeſſed, and ma- 
ce ny taken with palſies, and that were lame, were 
c healed.” The apoſtles at Jeruſalem, hearing 


that Samaria had received the word of God, ſent 
Peter and John, who prayed for Philip's converts, 


* that they might receive the "oy Ghoſt. (For 


.m as | 
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4 
10 As yet he was fallen upon none of them.) Then 
& laid they their hands on them, and they received 


_ « the holy Ghoſt.” This was in vzſible miracu- 


lous gifts. For © Simon ſeeing that through lay- 
<« ing on of the apoitles' hands the holy Ghoſt was 
&« givenʒ offered them money, ſaying, Give me alſo 


““ this power.“ The impoſition of no other hands 


than thoſe of an apoſtle could convey the holy Ghoſt. 


The apoſtles conveyed the holy Ghoſt in miraculous 


gifts only, not in /an#ification. Therefore in con- 
veying the holy Ghoſt the apoſtles have no ſucceſ- 
ſors, becauſe none have power to impart miracu- 


lous gifts. The laying on of hands, mentioned Hes. 


VI. 2. refers to the confirmation of Chriſtians in 
no other view than as it affords miraculous proof 
of their religion. It is part of the foundation of 
Chriſtianity, as baptiſm is. Laying on of hands 


and baptiſing cannot lie at the foundation, and yet 


belong to the ſuperſtructure. 


God firſt teſtified his acceptance of the Gentiles 


by the deſcent of the holy Ghoſt on Cornelius and 
his friends, to the aſtoniſhment of the jewiſh con- 


verts, who heard them ſpeak with tongues, and mag- 
uiſy God. The diſciples, whom Paul found at E- 


pheſus, had not heard of the deſcent of the holy 


Ghoſt. But when Paul had laid his hands upon 
them, the holy Ghoſt came on them, and they 
« ſpake with tongues, and propheſied.” When our 


Lord commiſſioned the apoſtles to preach the goi- 


pel in all the world, he faid, © Theſe ſigns ſhall 
© follow them that believe; in my name: ſhall 
<< they caſt out devils ; they ſhall ſpeak with new 


cc 


cc 


they drink any deadly thing, it ſhall not hurt 
them; they ſhall lay hands on the ſick, and they 
ſhall recover.“ In ſome inſtances the holy Ghoſt 
was humediately given : In others, it was given 


B through 


Ce 


tongues ; they ſhall take up ſerpents; and if 


n 
of — — cy — 27 
I < — 
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chrough laying on the hands of one or more of the 
apoſtles. Paul chargeth Timothy, © Stir up the 


_ © gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on 
<« of my hands.” e 


* 


The holy Ghoſt was imparted to the primitive 
church in a great variety of miraculous gifts. To 
© one was given the word of wiſdom ; to another, 


the word of knowledge; to another, faith; to 


ce another, the gifts of healing; to another, the 
« working of miracles ; to another, prophecy ; to 


ce another, diſcerning of ſpirits ; to another, di- 


vers kinds of tongues ; to another, the interpre- 


cc tation of tongues.” It is difficult, at this diſt- 
ance, exactly to diſtinguiſh theſe gifts from each 


other: nor need we be at pains to find out the 
diſtinction. All of them were viſible gifts, not in- 
ward graces. Prophecy, miracles, tongues, were 
three of the moſt conſpicuous. In the great diver- 
ſity, one diſciple had this, another, that; one had a 


gift of greater diſtinction, another, of leſſer; ſome 
had ſeveral. The apoſtles, probably, had them all. 


The gifts are in ſome meaſure explained by the 
mention of the different ranks endowed with them. 
« Firſt, apoſtles, ſecondarily prophets, thirdly teach- 


ers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, 


« helps, governments, diverſities of tongues.” 
Such was the furniture for the miniſtry ar firſt. 
Thus endowed, the miniſters of Chriſt were able to 


recollect his doctrine, precepts, pattern and migh- 


ty warks. They were taught truths. which their 
maſter declined teaching during his perſonal mini- 
ftry ; for then they could not bear them. With- 


out human learning, they were able to preach eve- 
ry where in the language of every nation. They 
ſet the laſt ſeal of heaven to the goſpel, by doing 


the ſame works as their maſter had done ; yea, in 


greater variety, They had no occaſion to preme- 


ditate ; 


1 i} 


ditate: It was given them in the ſame hour what 
they ſhoyld fea and in what language. 
What age may be compared with the apoſtolic ? 
When have men, before or ſince, ſpoken all lan- 
guages, without having learnt them ? or foretold 
things to come ? or healed all manner of ſickneſs, 
and raiſed the dead ? The Chriſtian ſyſtem was pro- 
nounced the fooliſhneſs of preaching, by the wiſe 
men of that day: But the wiſdom of this world is 
fooliſhneſs with God. It Was proved to be fo, when 
unlettered men ſpread the gol] pel in all the world. 
Had they been bred to letters, the caſe would have 
been very different, But they were known to be 
unlearned, men of low education and employment, 
When ſuch men can at once ſpeak freely in any 
language, when they have a mouth and wiſdom 
which the wiſeſt — ableſt of the learned cannot 
gainſay or reſiſt, it is a ſure proof of divine inſpira- 
tion: It is the Spirit of God that ſpeaketh i in them; 
ſo that they declare truths concerning him and his 
diſpenſations, which the wiſe and prudent knew not 
—which never could enter the heart of man, but 
by ſpecial communication from the Father of lights. 
There have appeared, in one age and another, 
perſons of ſurprizing genius, whoſe advances in ſci- 
ence have ſpread their fame through the world, 
But has it ever been known, except in the cafe of 
the firſt diſciples, that men could immediately and 
pertinentiy ſpeak languages they had neyer learnt ? 
This was teſtimony of the greateſt weight to Jeſus 
and the reſurrection. 
Jou lee what was the furniture for the miniſtry 
in the apoſtles' days, If any are thus furniſhed i in 
theſe days, let us hearken unto God, and receive 
their meſſage. Whoever have an extraordinary 
call, are furniſhed | in the manner we have mention- 


ed. And if thus furniſhed, it is viſible to the world, 
In 


14 


In what way men are furniſhed, whether by educa- 


tion or without, is not the queſtion. When Chriſt 
ſent out his firſt miniſters, taken from low employ- 


ments in life, their ſupernatural furniture ſuperſed- 


ed all occaſion for human acquiſitions, and was e- 


very way ſuperior to ſuch acquiſitions. If none 


are now found to have the qualifications and powers 


of the primitive miniſters, it remains that proper 

e be ſought by natural means. 
Neither gifts of nature, nor human acquirements, 

nor ſupernatural gifts, confer grace. But gifts are 


neceſſary as well as grace, or the apoſtle would not 


have adviſed to covet the beſt. Or if we underſtand 


the place, not as advice, but as a repro of the con- 
tention about gifts to the violation of charity; ſtill 


the apoſtle meant not to 11 ons gifts, but to re- 
prove the want of charit 

The ſcribe, who brings out of his treaſure things 
adapted to the ſtate of Chriſt's flock, muſt be in- 


ſtrudted to the kingdom of heaven. He muſt care- 


fully ſtudy the oracles of God, examine the con- 
nection of particular paſſages, and compare parrel- 


lel places, in order to divide the word of truth 
rightly, and give every one his portion, It muſt 


give him an adyantage, to be able to conſult the 


original languages. By an habit of reading and 


meditation, accompanied with prayer to the Father 


ol lights, he will © hold faſt the faithful word, and 


*© be able by found doctrine both to exhort and to 
«© convince the gainſayers.” His choice of books 


- ſhould fix on ſuch as are written with perſpicuity, 
ſtored with ſentiment, and adapted to improve the 
mind. He ſhould think as well as read, and pro- 

_ perly intermix compotition and converſation. To 


acquire and preſerve a ſound mind, he muſt have 
A judgment of | Nis own, formed on cool e. 


of 
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O making or reading many books, there is no end. 
And much ſtudy is a-wearineſs to the fleſh. © A mini- 
ſter may read too many books, or too few ; he 
may ſtudy too much, or too little. If immured and 
ruſted in books and ſtudy, with all his learning he 
will know nothing as he ought to know. He will be 
a ſtranger to the ſtate of his flock. If he ſeldom 
reads, how will his profiting appear? The ſameneſs 
of his performances will diſcover the emptineſs of 
his treaſury. The variety of minds, no o leſs than of 
taſtes, require diverſity of food. = 

- Paſtoral viſits give a miniſter opportunity to 
know the ſtate of the flock, and ſuit his miniſtra- 
tions thereto. A word fitly | ſpoken, how good is it? 
He will learn from his people how to ſpeak a word 
in ſeaſon. Paſtoral viſits, judiciouſly conducted, 
murually ; improve miniſters and people. 

SECONDLY, The text expreſſcth the foirit of a 
goſpel miniſter. ' - 

Though I ſpeak with the tongues of men and 
ce of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 
ce ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbal. And tho” 
J have the gift of prophecy, and underſtand all 


© myſteries, and all knowledge; and though I have 
ce all faith, ſo that I could remove mountains, and 


cc have not charity, I am nothing. Faith worketh 
« by love. Charity ſeeketh not her own.” The 
character in the text is the contraſt to theirs who 
look on their own things : It is to look on the things 
of others; that is, on the things of CRHRISTH: It is 
to have the ſame mind. He has left his diſciples, 
and eſpecially his miniſters, an example of purity, 
humility and benignity. If a miniſter, who has not 
this mind, may preach the truth, and alſo be inſtru- 
mental to the converſion of others ; yet he doth 
not care for the ſtate of Chriſt's church; nor is 
chere much Pope of good fuccels to his miniſtry. 

Ve 
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1 ug Thoſe whoſe 


6e to have imparted unto you, not whe goſpel of 


therefore ſpeak. The con- 
n between Iove to Chriſt and feeding his 
in the queſtion 3p Peter, Ly 
& elt oy me ?” and the in which fol- 


bos. Paſtors, who have the ſpirit of love, natu - 


rally care for the purity, order. and edification of 
his church. They can call on their hearers, as 
the apoſtle did, Be. ye followers of me, even as 1 

« allo am of Chriſt. He was ut aſpamed. of the 

Le bel, becauſe he knew it to he the power of God.ta 


the trut 
&« in our hearts, to give the li 
ge E. we of God in the 


ight of the know 
es len Chas? 


Tod ſhould Hine as lights in tbe quorld, while, they 


th the ward of life. 


How did the. love. of Chuilt coofrain; Paul and. 
Tipothy, and other primitive mipiſters ? * INC 


ce affectionately deſirous of you, we were "ities 
G 
e only, but alſo our on ſouls. We c ge you 
* a8 2 father doth his children, that ye would walk 


c. worthy of God, who hath called you unto his 
0 kingdom and glory. We live, if ye ſtand oſt 


tt in the Lord, For what is our hope, or joy, or 


crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the pre- 


_ « ſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming? 
« Though I be offered on the ſacrifice and ſervice 


« of your faith, I rejoice with you all. The Ga- 


latians had ſuch affection for Paul, that, if it had 


been poſſible, they would have plucked out their 
own. eyes, and have given them to him. This not- 


withſtanding, they were ſoon removed from him 
that called them into the grace of Chriſt unto an- 


other goſpel. Very obſervable is the apoſtle's ad- 


dreſs to them. Where is then the bleſſedneſs ye 
. * of * 2 Am I became your enemy. becauſe I 


« tell 


— 


A — 


buſigeſs it is to manifeſt = 
ſhould be able to ſay, Cod has fhined 


— — 


er tell you the truth? My little children; of whom 


is 


* travail in birth again until Chriſt be formed in 
I édeſire to be preſent with you again, 


« and ro change my voice: For I (tand in doubt of 


« you.” He thus addreſſed the Corinthians: 1 
« ſeek not yours, but you. And I will very glad= 
c ly ſpend and be ſpent for you; though the 
© more abundantly 1 love you, che leſs 1 be lov- 
cc ed. 22 # 5 

Such is the dendprity of a Chriſtian elite 
He contemplates the worth of fouls, and price 
with which they have been bought. The N 
honor to which he aſpires, is, that he ma — — 


ſtrumental to preſerve or reclaim men 


and ſave their ſouls from death; to confirm — | 
build up believers, and be an helper of their joy. 


_ He contemplates fallen men as ſheep who have 


gone aſtray; and who muſt remain loft, if left to 


che light and ſtrength of nature. He looks to the 


ſupreme ſhepherd, who came to ſeek and ſave that 
which was loſt, who gave his life for the ſheep ; 


and, as an expreſſion of his paſtoral care, gave a- 


poſtles, prophets, evangeliſts, paſtors and teachers 
to feed his flock, to conduct wanderers back to the 
fold; to have compaſſion on ſuch as are fainting 


on the mountains, and want to be led to their pro- 


per refreſhment ; to watch over and guard the 
flock, and have a peculiar care of the young and 
feeble to look diligently to the whole flock — not to 


flee when it is in danger, as the hireling, who leaves 
it to be ſcattered and deſtroyed; nor to ſteal and 


kill, as the thief. He coliiders that the refreſnu- 


ment of 'the flock, of which he has the overſight, 


muſt come from the preſence of the Lord. His care 
is to ſet forth the breadth and length, depth and 
height of the love of Chriſt—to ſhew men their 
emptineſs and his fulneſs ; their danger from foes 

within 
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within and-without, and their ſafety under his guid-" 


ance and government—to lead them to ſeek from 
him a ſupply of all their wants; Pardon and yard 


ooo and glory. | 
The operation 0. Chriſtian humility and li in 


a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt appears in his atten- 


tion to different ages and ranks, tempers and cha- 


raters. On ſome he has compaſſion, making a dif- 


ference. Others he ſaves with fear, plucking them 
out of the fire. He adapts inſtructions, exhortati- 


ons, warnings, reproofs, conſolations, to different 
characters and circumſtances, to the ſtate of old and 


young, high and low, ſaints and ſinners, young con- 
verts and old diſciples. : His care is to bring again 
that which was driven away, and bind up that which 


was broken, and ſtrengthen that which was fick, and 


_ cauſe Chriſt's flock to lie in a good fold and fat paſ- 
ture. He © takes the overſight of the flock, not 
cc by conſtraint, but willingly ;'not for filthy lucre, 
&& but of a ready mind; neither as a lord over God's 
heritage; but is an example of the believers, in 


« word, in converſation, 1 in TO in | ns of in 
ce faith, in purity.“ 51 
This temper and theſe views danke appear, 
THIRDLY, In his attention to the beſt ways and 


means of advancing the cauſe of Chriſt. Fa man 


ſive for maſteries, he is not crowned, unleſs be ferroe 


lawfully. 


The Chriſtian ee is inſtituted for the edifi- 
cation of the body of Chrift, and to turn ſinners 


from the power of ſatan unto God. He that WIN- 


neth ſouls is wiſe. 
In the context the apoſtle cautions, « Let no- 


= thing be done through ſtrife and vain glory. 
« Look not every man on his own things.” Writ- 


ing to Timothy, he cautions againſt teachers who 


* n. the — and ſimplicity of the goſpel 
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6e by ſubtil diſtinctions and endleſs controverſies ;” 
and chargeth him, in all his preaching, to regard 


the intereſts of practical religion. Neither give 


© heed to fables and endleſs genealogies, which 
ce miniſter queſtions rather than godly edifying; 
ce. which is in faith. Strive not about words—to 
« the ſubverting of the hearers. Fooliſh and un- 
6 learned queſtions, profane bablings, and oppoſi- 
ce tions of ſcience falſely fo called, avoid. If any 
© man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to whole- 


c ſome words, even the words of our Lord Jeſus 
4 Chriſt, and to the doctrine which is according 
c to godlineſs; he is proud, knowing nothing; 


c but doting about queſtions and ſtrifes of words; 
<« whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, railing, evil furmiſ- 
ce ings, perverſe diſputings of men of corrupt minds; 


and deſtitute of the truth—F rom ſuch withdraw 
66 thyſelf,” e 5 i. 67; 


How expreſs and repeated are the apoſtle's cau- 
tions, given to a young miniſter, to ſhun contro- 


_ verfial preaching, which young miniſters eſpecially 


are moſt apt to adopt. The apoſtle conſidered ſuch 
preaching as oppoſed to edification in faith, to Chriſ- 
tian humility, condeſcenſion and charity—a mark of 
a corrupt mind, deſtitute of the truth, ſwerving from 


the ſpirit and deſign of the goſpel, and turning afide 
unto jangling. For the end of the goſpel is cha- 


« rity, out of a pure heart, and of a good conſci- 
« ence, and of faith unfeigned.” The ſpirit which 


God giveth his miniſters, is a“ ſpirit of power, and 
of love, and of a found mind.” The miniſter 


who purgeth himſelf from perverſe diſputations, which 


ſubvert the bearers ; and who followeth righteou/- 


neſs, faith, charity, peace, is a veſſel unto honor, ſanc- 
tified, and meet for the maſter's uſe. If young, as 
Timothy, no man will deſpiſe his youth; or if ſuch 
an one as Paul the aged, his boary- head is a crown 
of glory. 33 Abſtruſe 
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- Abſtruſe points; made no pert of our Landes 
preaching. He was a preacher of practical teligi · 


on. His parables were adapted to convince, with- 
gut rouſing the prejudices of men, He gradually 
imparted his heavenly truths, as inexperienced minds 


were able to bear it. His admonition to the fer- 


yants, who propoſed to gather, out the tares, © Let 
te both grow together till the harveſt,” was a wiſe 


reproof of thoſe who entertain the idea of a pure 


church on earth, or undertake to decide the -eter- 


nal ſtate of their fellow ſervants, When the apoſ- 


tles ſtrove for pre-eminence, he taught them humi- 
lity by waſhing their feet, and by ſetting a little 


child before them. The Son of man came not 
_ © to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter,” His ex- 


ample irreſiſtibly enforces every maxim of ſelf de- 


nial and condeſcenſion, compaſſion and charity: It 
teacheth the © ftrong to bear the infirmities of the 


ce weak: It teacheth under ſhepherds to care for 
the flock of God, in their meaſure, as did the ſu- 


preme ſhepherd. Far from being pleaſed. with a 


partial preference of himſelf, it is a ſmall thing with 


a faithful miniſter to be judged of man's judgment. 
He deſpiſeth a reputation built on a diminution of 
the eſteem and influence of his brethren. In the 


exerciſe of Chriſtian humility and benevolence he 
will readily fix on the beſt means of advancing the 


cauſe of Chriſt. The purity and extenſion of the 


goſpel, the union of its diſciples, and the beſt good 


of all mank ind are on his heart. Zeal, not accord- 


ing to knowledge, betrays Chriſtianity to its ſoes, 
and wounds its friends. The wiſdom from above 


<« 1s firſt. pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to 


ce be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, with- 


ic out partiality and without hypocriſy, The wrath 


ce of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God.” 


Truth comes not to deſtroy, but to ſave, Thoſe 
* , d . 


A 
* 


ko not what ſpirit they are of, who employ any 
ether armor than that of light to defend the goſpel. 


Isa this they ſeek not the things of Chriſt, but are 


tarnal,' and walk as men. Chriſt may be preached 
even of envy and ſtrife, as well as of love. The 
views of the former be to themſelves. They would 
hinder the latter from preaching Chriſt : But the 
latter wiſh not to hinder them from being fellow- 
helpers to the truth. Our apoſtle rejoiced that 
Chrift was preached, whether in pretence, or in truth. 


«men, that T might by all means fave ſome. And 


4 this 1 do for the goſpebs ſake.” A contrary de- 


portment he repreſents as proceeding from ſelfiſh 
views, not from views of uſefulneſs, where he ſets 
Jeſbly wiſdom in oppoſition to fmplicity and godly 
 fncerity. The latter, in a goſpel miniſter, implies 


that he attends to the general importance of the truths. 


he teacheth, and to the manner of teaching them. 
On practical and eſſential matters there has not 
deen the difference among Chriſtians, which there 
has been on ſpeculative and uneſſential. The for- 
mer need no metaphyſical diſcuſſion, nor have ever 
derived weight or elucidation from ſuch diſcuſſion. 
It ſhould be the goſpel miniſter's care and ambition 
to fe great Plainnefs of ſpeech, as Paul did. Becauſe 
he had every where teſtified faith and repentance, he 


_ declares that he had kept back nothing profitable, and 
was pure from the blood of all men. Theſe he ac- 


counted the ſum of tbe goſpel of the grace of God. 

In faithfully declaring theſe, he ſuppoſed he ſhould 
fulfil his miniſtry, and finiſh his courſe with joy. 

There are times when men will not endure ſound 


 dofirine, This is the caſe when they leave the feot- 


Reps of the flock, and thoſe who naturally care for 
their ſtate, to follow ſtrangers, of dubious character, 
and unſtilful in the word of righteouſneſs—when they 


apoſtle faith, “J am made all things to all 
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are © * thout by every wind of dodrine, by 


ge the ſleight of men, gy cunning craftineſs, where- 


« by they lie in wait to deceive.” There is very 
little proſpect that the word preached will profit 


uch as are undetermined and fluctuating. 


But ſome have argued that they preach the truth, 


| becauſe their preaching irritates the hearers. ta 


this way it is eaſy for every preacher of error to 
prove his doctrine true. Hearers may be irritated 


' With error and folly. - Juſt cauſe of offence is given 


them, when new gods come up, whom their fathers 


new nat. Truths as old as the Chriſtian religion, 
taught by the holy Ghoſt, are quick and powerful, 
when' ſeaſonably and properly inculcated. When 
told of their faults by a wiſe reprover, ſinners are 
often pricted in their hearts. Chriſtian miniſters 
have the beſt pattern to be wiſe as ſerpents, and 


bariileſs as doves. They may not reaſon © from 


«© gb{cure uncertainty into truth, nor ſeek. from 


i philoſophy and logic quibbles to ſupport errors.” 
Their office demands eſteem and honor. But they 


may debaſe their office and forfeit eſteem, by inat- 
tention to men and: things, by want of condeſcen- 


fon, by intermixing their own prejudices and paſſi- 
6ns with religion., Without the command of their 


own paſſions, how ſhall they take care of the church 


of God? 
There is a /eeking ” pleaſe men which manta not 


with being the /ervents of Chriſt, and therefore not 
with care for the ſtate of his flock. This care for 


che flock is oppoſed to the ſpirit of fear and diſſi- 
mulation : It can do nothing againſt the truth : Tt 


includes firmneſs and valor in the cauſe of Chriſt. 
Whether men will hear or forbear, the counſel of 


God muſt be declared. At the ſame time, men 
muſt be told the truth at ſuch time, and in ſuck 
anner, as is moſt likely to gain it admiſſion, 

| : 7 The 
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e The preacher ſought out acceptable words, and 
te that which was written was upright, even words 
te of truth. The words of the wil are as goads, 
cc and as nails faſtened: by the maſters of aſſemblies, 
cc which are delivered over from one ſhepherd.” 
„ We preach not curſelves, but CRRISsT Jesvs, 
« Log, and ourſelves your ſervants for Jesvus? 
« ſake. If any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak. as the 
cc oracles of God—that God in all things may be 
cc plorified through Jeſus Chriſt.” Happy had it 


been for the church, if its members had never been 


diſtinguiſhed by any other name than that by which 


the diſciples were firſt called at Antioch. It prov- 


ed a fruitful ſource of diſſention in the church of 
Corinth, that different parties overvalued, ſome, 


one teacher, others, another, reſpectively underval- 
uing the teacher ſet up by the other. They gave 


to the ſervant the place of the maſter, as though 


Chriſt were divided; yea, to be forgotten. If pri- 


vate Chriſtians may not attach themſelves to human 
names, much leſs may thoſe do ſo, whoſe buſineſs 
it is to take care of the church of God. If they 


know how they ought to behave in the church of 


the living God, they will keep their eye on the 


bible as the pillar and ground of truth, Given by 


divine inſpiration, this book will make the man of 
God perfect, throughly furniſhed to all good works. 
In the negle& of this book, with what care and 
induſtry have men built wood, hay and ftubble in 
the temple of God, inſtead of gold, filver and pre- 
cious ſtones £ Good men, beſide common human 


paſſions and infirmities, have many wrong opinions ; 


if not ſuch as endanger the foundation of Chriſtian- 
ty, yet ſuch as much eclipſe its glory. The ſu- 
perſtructure, not correſponding to the foundation, 
will be burnt up, while the unſkilful builders will 
be faved. From building with ſuch materials have. 
1 EL . ariſen 


1 Inſen. ſharp contentions, and melancholy ſeparati- 


mean not, that a good Chriſtian, or a 


ons, which ſavor more men's own things than thofe 


of Chriſt—contentions and ſeparations without cauſe; 


and without end. That we need the candor and 


condeſcenſion of our brethren, is a reaſon why we 


ſhould cultivate theſe virtues. Thoſe who are dif- 
poſed to do to others as they would others ſhould do 
to them, cannot indulge the ſpirit of bigotry 4 ſpirit 


moſt contrary to the genius of the goſpel, ſubver- 


five of every plan of Chriſtian union. It makes re- 
ligion the intereſt of a party. Bigots ſeek. their 
own things, not thoſe of Chriſt, while they imagine 


that they anly are Chriſt's friends. It is matter of 
dumiliation and lamentation, that men ſo of- 


ten, and fo far, confer with fleſh and blood, to che 


jury of the common cauſe of Chriſtianity, _ 
The cantions againſt ſeeking our own things 


ſhould conſent to forego his own intereſt in Chriſt, 
Chriſt endured the croſs, for the joy ſet before him. 
His diſciples may be influenced by the blefſed hope 


df immortality. The prize of the high calling of 
* God, a crown of righteouſneſs,” animated the 


beft miniſter that ever adorned the Chriſtian church, 


while ihe care of all the churches came upon him daily. 


In proportion as a miniſter takes heed to ſave the 


ſouls of his hearers, he muft be ſuppoſed to take 


care of his own ſoul ; leſt that by any means, when 
be hath preached to others, he ſhould himſelf be a caſt- 
away. By our own things, the apoſtle means the 


gain, glory, or delights of this world or conſulting 


friends, or our own eaſe, at the expence of the goſ- 
pel, and the fouls for whofe falvation we ſhould 
care. So far as this temper may gain a temporary 

aſcendency in good men, they love themſelves in 


the vicious ſenſe. In the beſt human characters 
carnal principles are more or leſs intermixed with 


gracious 
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gracidus nes. ' The miniſter who never ſuſpects 

the purity of his own views, doth not commutie 
with his heart as he ought. 

© FovxraLy, To care for the ſtare of the flock 

drr ves aliduous application to the work of the 5 

miniſtry. 

The Chriſtian paſtor muſt labor, and not faint. 
Much diligence is required to know the ſtate of che 
flock, and give every one his portion. Shall be 
then entangle bimſelf with the things of this life ? 
Shall he buf} himſelf here and there, and be negli- 
gent of his charge? Is this to cate for their ſtate? 
Ils it not rather to ſeek his own things, than thoſe of 

Chriſt? © Curſed be he that doth the work of the 
&© Lord deceitfully.” We would not plead for the 
careleſs and Nothful paſtor, who contents himfelf 
with the moſt ſuperficial performance of his duty. 
The ſpiritual ſhepherd ſhould mind bis own buſineſs. 
This ſhould be his choice. He ſhould attend con- 
tinually upon it. Preparations for the ſanctuary,. 
public and private miniſtrations, ſhould occupy his 
time. He is the ſervant of his people, and herein 
of Chriſt. Like Chriſt he ſhould go about doing 
good, and do his work while it is day. Poſleſſing 
a meaſure of the compaſſion and-benignity of Jeſus, 
he will be faithful unto deatb. Who is that faith- 
© ful and wiſe ſteward, whom his lord ſhall make 
* ruler over his houſhold, to give them their por- 
© tion of meat in due feafon ? Bleſſed is that ſer- 
< vant, whom his lord when he cometh, ſhall find 
* ſo doing. —Butr if that ſervant ſay in his heart, 
ec My lord delayeth his coming; and ſhall begin 

© to beat the men-ſervants and maidens, and to eat 
and drink, and to be drunken. The lord of that 
« ſervant will come in a day when he looketh nor 
« for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, 
© and will cut him in ſunder, and will appoint him 
& his portion with the unbelievers,” 
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FROM what has been ſaid of the paſtoral care, 


may it not reaſonably be expected of a Chriſtian 


people, that they endeavor to render this care as 
light as may be, by every teſtimony of their love? 


Doth their paſtor care for them with all the care 


we have mentioned? They will, if they regard 
their own higheſt intereſt, ſtrengthen his hands, and 
encourage his heart. They will pray for him, 
that the goſpel may have free courſe, and be 
< glorified among them.“ If he takes all laudable 
pains that his profiting may appear, ſhould it not 


be their concern that his preaching may be mixed 


with faith, and profit them? They ſhould make 


ſuch proviſion for his ſupport, as that he may at- 
tend on his paſtoral duty without diſtractiun. The 


Lord hath ordained, that they which preach the 

« goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel.” | 
The advancement of true Chriſtianity among a 

people is beyond compariſon their higheſt intereſt. 


 # CnrisrT ts theirs, all things are theirs ; Paul, and 


Apollos, and Cephas, and the world, and life, and 


_ death, things preſent and to come. The goſpel brings 
tidings of great joy to all people, peace on earth, 


good will to men, in connexion with glory to God 
on high. How welcome the proclamation of par- 


don to a condemned rebel! How welcome was 


the proclamation of the jubilee to ſlaves and inſol- 
vents ! Reflect, my brethren, on the apoſtacy and 
corruption of mankind, and the plan of reconcilia- 


tion 122 the Revleenier of the world. How 


worthy of all acceptation is this faithful ſaying, 
that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſin- 


ners, even the chief? HIM WE PREACH. As am- 
baſſadors for Chriſt, we pray you, in his ſtead, be 


ye reconciled to God. Whether old or young, 


high or low, bond or free, unto you we call. Your 
: fouls are of too much worth to be neglected a ſin- 


ple 
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fe day. Before means and influences are _with- 
Irawn, acquaint yourſelyes with the way of righte- 
ouſneſs and peace. Suppoſe Chriſt's terms had 
been accommodated to human depravity : Suppoſe 
he had indulged each one his favorite paſſion, whe- 
ther ambition, envy, avarice, luſt, or any other. 
Would this have been better for the world? Could 
they have enjoyed them/elves ? © We have redemp- 
e tion through his blood, who is the image of the 
es {nyiſible God. He was raiſed for our juſtifica- 
| ee tion. In him all fulneſs dwells. This is the 
ce work of God, that we believe in the name of his 
ce Son Jeſus Chriſt, and walk in love, as he loved us.“ 
It belongs to the hearers, as well as to the preach- 
ers of the goſpel, to ſeek the things of Chriſt. Hz 
obſerves, and will reward, any attempts to ſupport 
and further his cauſe, comfort and animate his diſ- 
ciples ; any teſtimony of affection to his inſtitutions, 
But it had been better not to have heard of his 
name, than, by example or otherwiſe, to caſt diſ- 
couragement in the way of his friends, The ene- 
mies of his croſs mind earthly things. They ſeek 
ſome empty, tranſitory good. But one thing is need- 
| Ful. Let not the love of this preſent world, nor 
the ſcoffs of the infidel, prevail with you to neglect 
the great ſalvation. The terms are before you. 
The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us to be earneſt 
and importunate in addreſſing you upon a ſubje& 
ſo vaſtly intereſting. We are ſolicitous to ſave our 
 _ - own ſouls and yours. We would exhibit the mo- 
tives of the goſpel in their full weight, could we 
exprels their weight. We beſeech you, and we 
fervently beſeech God, whom we ſerve in the goſ- 
wh that our miniſtry may be a ſavor of life unio 
On ſuch an occaſion, long uſage authoriſes an, 
addreſs to the Chriſtian paſtors who are preſent. 
— BRETHREN 


= 2 Avro LOTS i 850 x 8 8 4 


e eee 


26 
BRETHREN AND FELLOW-LABORERS IN TRE 
| GOSPEL :. | Uo, 3 


The pattern of the great apoſtle inſtructs. us to 
declare the teſtimony of God, not with e 
ſpeech, or of wiſdom ; but in great plainneſs and godly 

ſincerity. I determined,” ſays he, © not to know 


c any thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him 


te crucified—And my ſpeech and preaching was 


ce jn demonſtration. of the Spirit, and of power.” 
Impreſſed with the dignity and importance of his 
office, he expreſſed himſelf thus: Unto me, who 


«am lefs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace 
e given, that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles 
_ © the unſearchable riches of Chriſt.” With what 


humility, charity and zeal did he ſpread the favor 


of the Redeemer's name, going forth in the fulneſs 
of the bleſſing of the goſpel ? FELL: 


Our buſineſs is not to preach the ſyſtems of Pla- 


to, or Socrates ; nor the divinity of ſchooI-men ; nor 
the ſummaries of fathers and councils ; but what 
_ CnrisT has commanded. So ſhall we ſecure the 


promiſe, © Lo, I am with you.” Thus ſhall we be, 


what our office imports, the glory of CurisT, If 


we preach without animation, our hearers may ſup- 
oy that what we preach is of no importance. 
f our-preaching is declamatory, addrefſed chiefly 


to the paſſions, not reaſoning out of the ſcriptures, 


they may ſuppoſe that faith and reaſon are at vari- 
ance, or that we ſeek our own things. It is moſt 


dangerous, when the paſſions aſcend the throne, and 
reaſon fits at their footſtool. They were interwoven 


with the human frame, not to rule, but to ſerve. 


You have conſidered and known what the care 
of Chriſt's flock involves. You are not as many 
who corrupt the word of God, who walk in craftineſs, 
and handle it deceitfully, taking advantage of the 

credulity and foible of mankind, and glorying after 


the 


I —— 


n — 


% 


the fleſh. You are not as thoſe who commend your 


own miniſtry, and depreciate that of other miniſters 


of Chriſt : You have renounced the hidden things of 


diſhoneſty, and by manifeſtation of the truth, commend 


yourſelves o every man's conſcience in the ſight of God. 
May the ſpirit of the Lord reſt on you” more and 
more; © the ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, 
ce the ſpirit of counſel and might, the ſpirit of know- 
<« ledge and of the fear of the Lord.“ wy” 
Propriety requires a particular attention to our 
REVEREND SIR, 
You have compleated fifty-one years in the mi- 


aged father, the paſtor of the flock in this place. 


niftry—about twice the uſual term of your brethren. 


Years and infirmity remind you, that in a little time 


you muſt go the way of all the earth. In the ex- 
pectation of this event, you have naturally cared for 
the ſtate of the flock, of which you-have ſo long 
had the overſight. You have prayed, Let the 


« Lord, the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, ſet a man 
« over the congregation, which may go out before 
„ them, and which may go in before them, — that 
e the congregation of the Lord be not as ſheep 
« which havqno ſhepherd.” Your prayer is heard. 
You rejaice to ſee this day. We rejoice with you. 


You can but eye the footſteps of providence in unit- 
ing the hearts of this flock in the choice of one to 


ſerve with you in the goſpel. That their choice has 


fixed on your own fon, ſhews that they wiſh in him 
to ſee the father ſurvive. es. 
Some men's ſons come to honor, and they know it 


not, being themſelves removed to the world of ſpirits. 


Jou have lived to ſee your ſon honored of God, and 
called to a work in which angels are employed, that 


of miniſtring for the heirs of ſalvation. You are 
now to ſee him ſolemnly ſeparated to this work. 
Had it been in any other part of the vineyard, it 

5 muſt 
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muſt have been joyful to you, that he had approved 


himſelf, and was found worthy of ſuch a truſt. It 


.is doubly jayful, that he is called to labor with you. 
Tou ſet up your EBENEZ ER, ſaying, Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped us. He will improve by the coun- 


ſel and long experience of a father. He will light- 
en your care, and ſolace the evening of your life. 
As long and as far as your ſtrength will permit, 
your performance of part of the ſervice of the got- 


pel will be an effential inſtruction to him in the be- 
ginning of. his miniſtry, and will give him more 


time for reading and compoſition. But you natu- 
rally care for his honor and uſefulneſs, and will na- 
turally afford him every aſſiſtance. You will alſo 
prefer a life of active ſervice, like Paul the aged, as 
long as you may be capable of it. This will, more- 


over, be for the advantage, and no leſs the wiſh, of 
your flock. May you i, bring forib fruit in old 
age. May you reft, and ſtand in your lot at the end 
Pf 7 © CO ORIEL Da oy | 
The diſcourſe comes next addreſſed to the ſon, 


who is choſen to ſerve with his father in the goſpel, 


and whoſe ſeparation to the work is the occaſion of 


the preſent ſolemnity. . 
With the view of exciting your emulation, ſome 
ſketches of the paſtoral care have been attempted in 


the preceding diſcourſe—the talents, the purity and 


benignity, wiſdom and induſtry it requires. We 
perſuade ourſelves, that you poſſeſs the love of 
.Chriſt, the love of the truth, and of fouls. The 
cauſe of Chriſt requires that his miniſters be © yeſ- 
« ſels unto honor, ſanctified, meet for the maſter's 


« uſe, prepared unto Every good work. Thou that 


te teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ?” 


In the contemplation of the greatneſs of the work, 


you may be ready to ſay, © Who am I, O Lord 
. Hod, 


* 
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te God, that thou haſt brought me hitherto! Weak 
as miniſters are in themſelves, they are ſtrong in the 
grace of Chriſt, Here is all your help and ſuffici- 
ency. Of his fulneſs may you receive grace for grace. 
| Before this day of your conſecration, you have 
well conſidered your ends and aims in devoting 
yourſelf to the miniſtry of reconciliation, And as 
you are now to take the overſight of Chriſt's flock, 


e. very Juſt ſentiment of the nature and importance 


of the charge comes with peculiar weight. With 
the warm umprefliqn of ſuch ſentiments, you will 
receive an exhortation carefully to cultivate in your- 
{lf the benevolence of a goſpel miniſter, who cares 
for the ſtate of his lock. You are not your own; 
but have conſented to be the ſervant of all, for tue 
 Soſpel's ſake. W 4 
So long as your parent ſhall abide in the fleſn, 
and be a fellow-laborer with you, beſide the benefit 
of his counſel, you will have more time to read, and 
to prepare well-ſtudied diſcourſes for the pulpit. 
You will not fail to improve theſe advantages for 
ſtoring p a good foundation againſt the time to come. 
Be buly in your ſtudy. Some indeed are buſy in 
doing nothing. They labor in vain, and ſpend their 
ſtrength for nought, exerciſing themſelves in unprofit- 
able ſpeculations, and things too bigh for them. We 
have this perſuaſion of you, that the things which 
accompany falvation will employ your time and 
thoughts; that you will ſtudy and preach the things 
which concern the LoxD JesUs CHRIS H. Pray 2 
a ſpirit of love and a ſound mind. A good miniſ- 
ter is not ſlothful in his buſineſs, but fervent in ſpi- 
rit, ſerving the Lord. Wifdom directs him in the 
fulfilment of his miniſtry: It directs him in his ſtu- 
dy, in the pulpit, and among his people. Compar- 
ed with the approbation of his Lord and maſter, 
he accounts it a ſmall hing to be judged of man's 
judgment. 
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judgment. He conſiders alſo that © the kingdom 


< of God is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs 
<« and peace, and joy in the holy Ghoſt.” 
Viewing the call of this Chriſtian ſociety as the 
call of God, you have conſented to hazard the juſt 


eſtimation of a prophet among your kinsfolk, and 


the acquaintance of early life. Their partiality for 
you will endear them to you. Watch for their ſouls 
as one that muſt give account, Let no man deſpiſe 
2 ee e wore . 
An honoreth his father. In an human view, 
your father muſt ſhortly leave you. The whole 


care of the flock will then devolve upon you. Hear 


his counſel and inſtruction: Retain his words in 
your heart. He will give you good doctrine. He 


will not ſay to you, no uninſpired teacher may ſay, 


as Paul to Timothy, Hold faſt the form of ſound 
< words, which thou haſt heard and learned of me.” 

But he will lead you to the oracles of God. He 
may charge you, My ſon, know the God of thy 


<« father, and ſerve him with a perfect heart, and 


with a willing mind. Truſt in the Lord with 
<« all thine heart, and lean not to thine own under- 
<« ſtanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
te he will direct thy paths.” May you reap the 
fruit of the good ſeed ſown by your father, and wa- 
ter what he has planted. May you alſo ſow the 
good feed in the hearts of many, which ſhall ſpring 

, and bear fruit, ſome thirty, ſome ſixty, ſome 
an hundred fold. When your father ſhall leave 
you, to ferve alone in the goſpel, as your days, ſo 
may your firength be. While you care for the ſtate 
of the flock, the chief ſhepherd will never leave 
you, nor forſake you. Let not the cares of this 


world call you off from your proper buſineſs. If 


one buſineſs is ordinarily enough for one man, the 


paſtoral care certainly is. Undertake it in the 


ſtrength 


. 
ſtrength of the Lord, and in the power of his might. 
Lead chi his flock © in the integrity of your heart, 
e and by the ſkilfulneſs of your hands. Keep that 
which is committed to thy truſt, and you mall re- 
ceive a crown of glory that fadeth not away *..,... 
Our brethren, who this day receive the fon of 
their aged paſtor as a fellow-ſervant in the goſpel, 
will indulge me in a ſhort addreſs. wo 
B ELOVID BRETHREN, 

The care you have taken, in the bs 

of your worthy paſtor, to obtain the ſettlement of 
another, and your entire unanimity in the choice of 
the paſtor ele&, do honor to your Chriſtian charac- 
ter. You have nat choſen him from a ſlight ac- 
quaintance. He has walked before you from bis 
childhood to this day. You know. the proof of Him. 
The ſtation he lately held in our univerſity I is an 
evidence of his abilities. A prophet is not general- 

iy accepted in his own country, You have ſhewn a 

ſuperiority to this common prejudice. The pre- 
ſumption is, that this prejudice has been over- 
come by the early, exemplary character of the young 
prophet. You have had opportunity to know the 

infirmities of his youth: (For infirmities he doubt- 
leſs hath.) But they have not been ſuch as to be a. 
foundation for any reaſonable exception. He has 
grown up in your eſteem, It 1s a pleaſing circum- 
ſtance, that he is endeared to you conſidered as the 
ſon of your venerable paſtor. His preference of 
his native town, in conſequence of your unanimous 
Choice, gives reaſon to hope that he will care for. 
your ſtate lo as another would not. The more at- 


tentive 
* Succeſſion of paſtors in the firſt church in SuReld. 


1. Reverend BxnjJamin RuGGLEs, ordained April 1 1698, died 
September 5, 1708. 

2. Reverend EBEN EZZ TR DzvoTION, ordained June 28, 1780, did 
April 11, 1741, aged 57. 
3. Reverend ERENEZZ ER Car, D. D. e January 24, 1742. 


4+ Reverend EBENEZER Gay, jun, ordained March 6, 1793 
Ws Tutor, 25 
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me . 


e ſhall prove to your ſpiritual intereſts, the 
more let it be your care that he may attend to them 


＋ n 6a. # * 
>ntive he 


without embarraſſment. %% e of your love 
will animate him in his paſtb May you 


mutually have increafing reafon to rejoice in the 
intereſting connection which takes place this day. 
- Remember him who for many years has ſpoken 


to you the word of God. He addreſſeth you as 
Paul the Philippians : © Dearly beloved and long- 


«ed for, my joy and crown, ſtand faſt in the Lord, 


_ «with one mind ſtriving together for the faith of the 


e goſpel. Suffer the word of exhortation, to re- 
member how you have received and heard, to hold 
faſt and repent. Pray for your paſtors. Forſake 


not the aſſembling of yourſelves together. Receive 
with meeknels the ingrafted word. Be doers of it ; 
fo ſhall you be bleſſed. Receive and watch over 


one another as becometh ſaints. * Be of one mind, 
te having compaſſion one of another, love as breth- 


* ren, be pitiful, be courteous.” Charity is great- 
er than faith and hope. Charity never failetb. Ye 
know the charity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Let 


this mind be in you, which was in him. The end of 


all things is at hand : Be ye therefore ſober, and 


watch unto prayer. Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, 
They ſhall profper that love Zion, © 
Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 

dead our Loxd Jtsvs, that great ſhepherd of the 


ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 


make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleaſing in bis fight, 
through Jzsus CHRIST ; to whom be glory for ever 


and ever. AMEN. 


al care. May you 
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